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Essential Questions 

 What key idea does the author introduce that may matter later? 

 What does the author say about this idea over the course of the text? 

 What details contribute most to the major theme at different junctures? 

 What details are so integral that they must be included in the summary? 

Instructional Strategies and Concept Development 

Identifying Theme: Understanding dialogue and finding key ideas to determine theme. 

Skill Strategy:  Cris Tovani close reading, annotation, summary vs paraphrase from Do I Really Have to Teach Reading?: 
Content Comprehension, Grades 6-12 by Cris Tovani 

Tools/GOs:  

 Theme Development over the Course of the Text (CCS RL2; RI2) from Common Core Standards-Based 
Graphic Organizers for Reading – Literature, Tracee Orman.  

 Students use graphic organizer to help them map character development from the beginning to the end of 
the text, dialogue between main characters, and documentation of major events.  

Skill Strategy: Analyze character actions, dialogue and main events. 

Tools/GOs:  

 “Theme Development – Double Entry - Common Core Standards-Based Graphic Organizers for Reading – 
Literature, Tracee Orman.  

 Students use graphic organizer to develop character analysis, to cite dialogue between main characters, 
and to document key events. These three elements will help students to identify theme. 

What is “close reading?” 

 Close reading is a strategy that can be used with Reading Street to help students gain a deep understanding of a 
text.  

 Close reading should be done with a short text or excerpt from a text (1-3 paragraphs) that will challenge students 
to stretch their comprehension skills. 

 Close reading includes three separate “reads” of the selected passage during which students will focus on different 
aspects of the text. 

o First Read: Students read through the lens of identifying and comprehending the key facts and details of the 
text (e.g., characters, setting, plot, etc.). 

o Second Read: Students read to find patterns and develop new understandings of the text (e.g., identifying 
theme, word choice patterns, tone, figurative language, etc.).   

Overview 

Standard RL 3.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the 
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide 
an objective summary of the text. 

Skill Key Ideas and Details  
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Third Read: Students use the key ideas and patterns they have identified in the first two reads to draw conclusions and 
make inferences based on textual evidence and to make connections to other texts (e.g., describing author’s 
intent/voice based on text evidence, identifying character motives, comparing/contrasting with other texts, etc.).  

 

I Do 

 The teacher should heavily model close reading strategies during all three “reads” of the text by posing the 
questions listed above and answering them based on textual evidence. Teachers can use the “think-aloud” 
strategy to explain their thought process through each read of the text. 

We Do  

 Using a new passage (possibly from the same story or text), allow students to begin driving the close reading 
exercise through all three “reads,” correcting students when their contributions or questions might not be leading 
them toward answering the types of questions appropriate for each “read” of the text. 

You Do 

 Students can independently close read through the “first read” of the passage. Teachers may still need to provide 
additional support to students who are struggling with comprehending or analyzing the selected text. 

 Students will begin independently documenting their findings on a T-Chart split into “Facts”, and “Supporting 
Details” during the “first read.” The T-Chart can be part of the students’ reading and writing journal. Students are 
then provided questions that require them to cite evidence from the text (see sample questions above under the 
“Second Read” and “Third Read” sections). 

Students then work in pairs to discuss their findings for accuracy based on the question they were assigned. Students 
(in pairs) may also present their findings to the class and document them in the form of post-it notes into a classroom 
T-Chart to be used as an anchor chart. 

Corresponding Texts 

Grade 9 -- The Most Dangerous Game 
Students identify the central idea of the text by citing the 
three tricks that Rainsford employs to turn the tables on 
General Zaroff, making the hunter the hunted. 
 
Grade 10 -- Night 
Students identify a main idea through Elie Wiesel’s rich 
usage of imagery. He illustrates how savage and 
dehumanizing the Nazis were by conveying the image of a 
truck load full of babies being thrown into the crematoria. 
This supports the theme of never forgetting the Holocaust 
because this image creates such a horrifying and lasting 
impression on the reader’s mind.   
 
 

Grade 11 -- The Crucible 
Students identify the false accusations of witchcraft by 
Abigail Williams against Goody Proctor as evidence to 
support the claim that jealousy breeds resentment. 
 
Grade 12 -- Macbeth 
Students identify how greed and self-serving behavior are 
the catalysts for the destruction of Macbeth and Lady 
Macbeth through their own manifestations of guilt such 
as the ghost of Banquo and the imaginary blood on Lady 
Macbeth’s hands and her subsequent suicide. 
 
 

Additional Information 

Informational text examples for grade levels 9-12 can be found at: www.kellygallagher.org/article-of-the-week/  
 
If you need any more information please contact:  
Rachel Jupin: rjupin@newbedfordschools.org  Celeste Costa: celestecosta@newbedfordschools.org 
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